
Follow up request:
Dear IUCN congress attendees,

We are seeking your opinions regarding a new online platform UNEP-WCMC are currently developing alongside the GCRF Trade, Development and 
the Environment Hub. The platform will act as a central repository for resources (i.e. platforms, tools, portals, inventories etc.) which explore the 
relationship between nature and commodity production, consumption, and trade.

We would like you to answer a very short, 5-question survey. It should take only 3 minutes to complete, and it requires no special expertise. Using 
your responses, we will be able to develop the platform according to your needs and objectives.

You can respond to the survey by clicking on this link: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/commoditiesandnature

Why complete this survey?

Many of the main drivers of biodiversity loss - including land-use change and direct exploitation of animals and plants and pollution - are strongly 
contributed to by the production of commodities. Although there are tools and data available to explain, navigate, and respond to these impacts of 
consumption, finding the right tools for understanding the impacts of these activities on biodiversity throughout complex supply chains can be a 
challenge. This platform seeks to bring together all these tools in one place in order to help users understand the impacts of production and 
consumption on nature.

Completing this survey will allow us to develop a platform which helps you to find the resources you need quickly and effectively to fill any knowledge 
gaps your organisation is currently facing.

Please feel free to share this survey with your networks. The survey will close on the 16th September. We encourage you to complete it before this 
date, otherwise we might not be able to represent your opinions or needs in our ongoing development of the tool.

Many thanks,

Neil Burgess
Principal Investigator, TRADE Hub

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/45vVCJyBrGfqVP7AZfV-RH_?domain=url6.mailanyone.net
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/q2ZwCL7EwMfR75JwKTPbZta?domain=url6.mailanyone.net
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Measuring biodiversity impact from trade
5 September 2021 11.00 – 12.30

Thomas Brooks, IUCN Chief Scientist

• @IUCNscience



IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 

Mace et al. (2008) Quantification of Extinction Risk. Conserv Biol 24: 1424–1442; http://www.iucnredlist.org
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Classification
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Classification
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http://www.iucnredlist.org/


STAR metric

Mair et al. (2020) A metric for spatially explicit contributions to science-based species targets. Nature Ecol Evol 5: 836–844.



Key challenges

https://www.fondationsegre.org/action-plan-against-poaching-and-illegal-wildlife-trade/ https://abcbirds.org/program/cats-indoors/

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2021/

https://www.iucnrle.org/



Learn more: 
https://www.iucn.org/resources/issues-briefs/
measuring-contributions-towards-biodiversity-targets

https://www.iucn.org/resources/issues-briefs/


Send your questions via slido.com
#722342

How do we begin
to understand 
complex global 
supply chains?
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By reflecting 
on our affluence,
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and on global
inequalities,
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and by questioning
growth.
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Input-output analysis
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in a national economy
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Input-output analysis

Economic data

Environmental data

Trace the ‘flow’ of an 
environmental impact back 

through all economic 
interactions and identify all 

sources of demand which drove 
that impact

Final dem
and

Value added



Input-output analysis

Send your questions via slido.com
#722342
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LCA applications for quantifying 
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Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)

LCA



Why LCA?

LCA

Tool to identify trade-offs
and improvement
potentials

Incorporated into 
decision-support tools 
and processes

1

3

European Commission: 
best framework available. 
LCA used (e.g.):
• in several EU policies
• to define emerging 

problems

2



Example: Biofuel production

Land occupation by annual crops

Contribution of land use impact to total impact
Verones et al. (2020)



Product biodiversity footprinting

Local impacts

Regional impacts

Crop yields

Impacts per kg
Biodiversity Impacts traded

(Chaudhary & Kastner, 2016 Glob. Environ. Change)
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•Impacts for ~8000 crop x country combinations
•Connected with FAO food trade database



National biodiversity footprint

(Chaudhary & Kastner, 2016 Glob. Environ. Change)



Regional species loss embodied in global food trade

(Chaudhary & Kastner, 2016 Glob. Environ. Change)
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