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Tatai Forest
Project Summary

Spreading over 20,000 km² in Southwestern Cambodia, the Cardamom

Mountain Range follows Thailand’s border. The area is home to the second

largest virgin rainforest in Southeast Asia, which is under significant

pressure from illegal logging and poaching.

Tatai Forest project focuses on the South of this region, with the aim of

preserving its unique biodiversity, habitat for many species among which

50 are on the IUCN Red List, including the Asian elephant, the Asian brown

bear, the clouded leopard, the Siamese crocodile, etc.

This project also enables to preserve a region on which 28 local

communities depend, which represents 16 319 people (of whom 16% live

above the poverty line defined by the Cambodian government).



The impacts
and benefits.

This project provides the following positive impacts:

• 445 339 hectares of forest have been protected.

• Reinforcement of the Protection of Biodiversity law. 200 Siamese 
crocodiles have been identified in the region which represents one of 
the last inhabited (and “most” populated ) area in the world for this 
species. Efforts have been made to re-introduce the tiger into this 
virgin forest and noticeable successes were observed in re-
introducing the elephant in this area. 

• Development of sustainable agriculture (220 families involved in 3 
villages) and eco-tourism (rewarded program).

• Establishment of a Community Fund to support community students 
in obtaining scholarships and pursuing higher education studies. 

• Development of many local job opportunities, especially in the 
protection of the region: rangers constantly monitor the area. 



SDG 8 : Decent work and economic growth

The project offers job opportunities to local communities in various

fields : from eco-tourism to the protection of the park (management,

logistics, first aid, ect.), in association with the Cambodian Ministry of

the Environment.

SDG 13: Climate action

The project has a significant and positive impact as it enables to avoid

the emissions in the atmosphere of more than 3.5 million metric tons

of CO2 equivalent per year. This forest is a major carbon sink, which

must be preserved.

SDG 15: Life on Land

By covering 445 339 ha of forest, the project preserves and enhances

the restoration of land ecosystems, while ensuring sustainable use of

resources, managing forests, halting and reversing the land

degradation process and ending the loss of biodiversity.

Aligning with the

Sustainable Development Goals

The 17 Sustainable Development goals

and their 169 targets are at the core of

the 2030 Agenda. They address all

challenges related to sustainable

development such as climate action,

biodiversity, energy, clean water as well

as poverty, gender equality, sustainable

economic growth, peace, agriculture,

quality education…


